EE Pop star Taylor Swift is bitter but not better on ‘Reputation’ album. review,2B 


Inthe 
know OW 


POST OFFICE FAILS 
TO DELIVER FOR 
APPLICANTS 


Some people applying to 
stay and work in the United 
States legally through the 
Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals program, 
known as DACA, missed the 
deadline because of unusu- 
ally long U.S. Postal Service 
delays. The post office has 
apologized, but U.S. Citizen- 
ship and Immigration Ser- 
vices says nothing more can 
be done and the decisions 
are final. Nation, 4A 


Artist goes Gaga 
for entertainer 


Ahead of Lady Gaga's con- 
cert Dec. 1 at Amalie Arena, 
Tampa artist Cam Parker 
has been working feverishly 
ona mural that he hopes will 
inspire the singer to take a 
selfie. Local, 1B 


Find more reasons 
to give thanks 


Why wait for Thanksgiving 
to be thankful? You can 
learn to practice gratitude 
year-round. Personal Best 


Contractor suing 
over Sundial 


St. Petersburg-based 
Hennessy Construction 
Services Corp. says Bill 
Edwards-owned Loan 
Ranger Acquisitions refused 
to pay $132,000 for renova- 
tions. Business, 4B 


Miami is back, 
and so is the bling 


The University of Miami Hur- 
ricanes are off to an 8-0 start 
and the swagger of The U 
has returned. The biggest 
symbol of that is the turn- 
over chain that defensive 
players get for a takeaway. 
Sports, 1 

e No. 7 Miami vs. No. 3 Notre 
Dame, 8 p.m., Hard Rock 


Stadium, ABC 
)) TODAY’S WEATHER 
Seasonal weekend 
i“ 


= 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
63° 79° 81° 74° 


20% chance ofrain 
More, back page of Sports 


)) tampabay.com 
Get up and go 
~ >a Itching for some- 
(u$ thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 
going on? Worry not. We 


give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 


com/things-to-do. 
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Veterans Day | A nation remembers 


Dunes for disabled vets 


Eric Wooten help heal the mind,” Wooten says. 


2. 


CHRIS URSO | Times 


together, they’re creating an opportunity for disabled veterans to enjoy the beach. 

Wooten founded Other Side of the Dunes, a nonprofit based in St. Petersburg, and raises 
money to buy and donate custom-built, all-terrain wheelchairs. Chance Blaker, above, his old 
friend, builds them in Foley, Ala. So far, they’ve donated 11 chairs, which feature balloon tires 
that ride comfortably on sand. They plan to donate two more next year. “We want it to be 
something that it might not be able to heal your body, but our idea is we are going to try to 


l ) ric Wooten reconnected a few years ago with a buddy from the Marine Corps, and 


Wooten and Blaker talk about the work they do at video.tampabay.com. 


Photo courtesy of Lauren Price 
Lauren Price of New Port Richey and her son, Chad Maesse 
of Spring Hill, at the federal courthouse in Bridgeport, 
Conn., just before he left for Iraq in 2008. 


Generations 
pass torch of 
military service 
As a smaller share of the population 


enlists, those with family members who 
are veterans are more likely to join up. 


BY HOWARD ALTMAN 
Times Staff Writer 

When Lauren Price’s 
youngest son went off to fight 
in Iraq in 2008, she handed 
him a going-away present 
few parents could offer. 

“I gave him my Iraqi cell 
phone,’ said Price, 52, a Navy 
veteran from New Port Richey 
who served in the same region 
of Iraq where her son, Chad 
Maesse, was headed. “It still 
had minutes on it?” 

On this Veterans Day, more 
than 16 years after the inva- 


sion of Afghanistan, the bur- 
den of fighting the continu- 
ing conflicts in the region is 
borne by a share of the pop- 
ulation that grows smaller 
and smaller each year. 

As it does, and as the cost 
rises to some 7,000 American 
lives and trillions of U.S. dol- 
lars, the profession of arms is 
becoming a family business. 

Veterans are more than 
twice as likely as members of 
the general public to say they 
have a son or daughter who 
» See VETS, 7A 


Church 
leaders 
ponder 
Safety 


Texas shootings lead 
local pastors to boost 
security for services. 


BY KATHRYN VARN 
Times Staff Writer 

Chris DeFayette had just got- 
ten home from a smooth morn- 
ing of services at Mission City 
Church in Largo when he saw 
the news. 

A shooting at a small church in 
Texas. Multiple casualties. Infor- 
mation was still rolling in, but 
the death toll would hit 25 peo- 
ple ages 1 to 77, including a preg- 
nant woman. 

A pastor at Mission City texted 
a news article about it to DeFay- 
ette, the church’s security direc- 
tor, sparking a conversation 
about the church’s own safety 
protocols. 

“Myself and the staff, our big- 
gest thing is first, leading people 
to Christ, but also protecting the 
Lord’s house,” DeFayette said. 

The church decided to hire 
an off-duty police officer to start 
attending services, part of a 
movement by some churches in 
the Tampa Bay area to re-evalu- 
» See CHURCHES, 5A 


Plane firm 
facing 
scrutiny 


A series of crashes 
could hurt an already 
struggling company. 


BY TONY MARRERO 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Spirits were soaring 
last year when an airplane man- 
ufacturer named ICON opened 
its new flight center at Peter O. 
Knight Airport. 

At a grand opening on a clear 
November day, guests gawked at 
the company’s new A5 airplane 
and company executives gushed 
about the location. They were 
marketing their product as a Jet 
Ski with wings and their new 
second home in Tampa was sur- 
rounded by water. 

“Tf I were to actually take a 
clean slate and design a fly- 
ing environment for us, it looks 
about like this,” company chief 
executive Kirk Hawkins said 
at the time. “This is a fantastic 
place to be? 

One year later, the Califor- 
» See PLANES, 5A 


Ybor City won starter 


spot from 8-site bullpen 


BY STEVE CONTORNO | Times Staff Writer 


When St. Petersburg gave the Tampa Bay Rays permission to search for a new home in Janu- 
ary 2016, Hillsborough County officials surveyed their available options. Within a few months, 
their list included eight sites, from the familiar (the Florida State Fairgrounds) to the new (a 
previously undiscussed office and retail plaza near Dale Mabry Highway and Interstate 275). 


By April, the county had mapped the eight propos- 
als and placed images of a stadium on each property 
to demonstrate to the Rays how a ballpark might fit, 
according to records obtained by the Tampa Bay 
Times. (The Rays declined to comment on the alter- 
native sites.) In October, Hillsborough County Com- 
missioner Ken Hagan unveiled a proposal for a ball- 
park on a 14-acre site near Ybor City. 

County officials have said the Rays are attracted to 
the location for a number of reasons. It’s right off the 


the stadium. 


possibilities are endless at that location.” 


Take a look at the seven sites considered for a ballpark in Hillsborough, 7A. 


TECO Streetcar line, the Selmon Expressway, I-275 
and, potentially, water travel up the Ybor Channel. 
It’s close to both urban development near Tampa and 
an authentic neighborhood, but is also enough of a 
blank slate for the Rays to make a mark. The adja- 
cent Ybor redevelopment district could help finance 


“Tt meets all the Rays’ criteria,’ Hagan said. “The 


But what about the other options on the table? 


What 
Comerica 
Park, home 
of the Detroit 
Tigers, would 
look like in 
the Ybor 

City ballpark 
site at 
Channelside 
Drive north of 
the Selmon 
Expressway. 


Hillsborough County Ã= 


